SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
tends to surprise most people in this matter, More-
over, although it is probably true that the absence of
the wholly commercial inducement to sell things must
always be the condition of a certain imiformity, such
variety as exists under Soviet collectivism is, I think,
healthy and vigorous. For it does not spring from
that desperate anxiety of the inhabitants of capitalist
countries, who are driven to sell something or to
starve slowly to death on the dole. In Russia the
emphasis of life is upon the making, rather than the
sitting of things. The importance of commerce is
reduced to rational proportions.
In this chapter I have tried to show how, again
without tears, the idea of Communism, as it is inter-
preted in the Soviet Union, actually removes some of
the economic and financial problems that are quite
insoluble under our own system. This is the material
basis upon which the entire Communist outlook rests
or falls. If the West, in its moral indignation at some
of the aspects of Russian Communism, goes to war
with the Soviet Union, it will meet with a few sur-
prises. Thus, we must face the issue of the Communist
challenge, whether we like it or not, but especially if
we ate young.